
 

BERKS & BUCKS WALKING FOOTBALL FESTIVAL 13th SEPTEMBER 2015 

AMBLERS (WHITES) TOURNAMENT REPORT 

 

Venue: Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre, Marlow, Berkshire 

Along with the more established Uxbridge Amblers Blues, the Uxbridge Amblers Whites entered the Berks & Bucks Football 
Festival Tournament with a view to enjoying the day and discovering what level of success they could achieve against teams 
from five different counties in what for many of the squad was a new experience in walking football. 

In the opening game MK Mad Walkers, a close encounter, typical of an opening group game, saw very few chances as both 
defences stood firm. A solid start meant that, although disappointed, the Silver Foxes Whites were going to be a difficult team 
to break down and showed enough promise going forward to build on in future games. 

The second game was another tight affair against Maidenhead in which the Silver Foxes Whites ground out a tough fought 1-
0 victory. The team were very pleased with the victory and it showed the potential for progressing past the group stage. 

Game three was against Brackley Town Seniors, a good but physical side who fought for every ball and proved the toughest 
opposition so far. A great performance by the Silver Foxes Whites and another 1-0 win kept the result of the group in their 
own hands and almost guaranteed a place in the semi-final. 

The last group game against Bracknell was another tense affair and the result could have gone either way. The Silver Foxes 
Whites defence held strong and managed to grab a goal to earn a third 1-0 victory and a semi-final place as group winners. 

Winning the group was a fantastic achievement, and beyond the team’s original expectations at the start of the day. By 
winning the group, the Silver Foxes Whites had also avoided the Silver Foxes Blues in the semi-finals, who had also won 
their group and opened the possibility of an all Uxbridge Amblers final… what a feat that would be if the semi-finals went their 
way. 

The semi-final was against Cherwell Strollers the team who had been runners up in the Silver Foxes Blues’ group and given 
them a good game. The Silver Foxes Whites were given important information gathered from the group game between their 
semi-final opponents and the Silver Foxes Blues. This proved invaluable and enabled the Silver Foxes Whites to plan a 
defensive strategy to counter the strong attack of their opponents. The defence and Dave in goal held firm throughout and 
although they were unable to create any clear cut chances, played some good football to keep a strong opponent at bay 
during the 15 minute game. The final score was 0-0, and so to extra time. 

With aching bones and muscles and a good use of all the squad members, the Silver Foxes Whites held on to achieve a very 
creditable scoreless draw. Penalties! No matter what the final result would be, the Whites had surpassed their wildest dreams 
and would be able to hold their heads high, knowing that they had given a great account of themselves. 

In the penalty shoot-out, goals by Frank and Ken, along with some great saves by Dave saw the Silver Foxes Whites 
victorious by 2-1 to progress to the all Uxbridge Amblers final. 

In the dream final the Uxbridge Amblers Whites were considered to be the underdogs, but put up a great display and when 
Maurice hit the post early on, could have taken a surprise lead. In the end, it was a game too far, and the first goal conceded 
by the Silver Foxes Whites all day proved fatal as they went down 0-1. 

Overall, a superb tournament by the Whites, proving that the hard work put in on a Friday night was paying dividends. They 
played extremely well as a team, supporting each other and keeping the ball well.  Report by Ken Wood 

 

 

Back row left to right - George White, Alan Godleman, Dave Gentry (Goalkeeper), Frank Nicholson, Chris Tiretis, Lakhi Nijjar,                   
Mel Craig, John Handell (Manager)                                                                                                                                                                    

Front row left to right - Maurice O’Connell, Ken Wood 

 


